
It’s Toddler Time! 



(to the tune of London Bridge) 

 

We’re all here for storytime, storytime, storytime 

We’re all here for storytime, let’s get ready. 

Can you turn your ears up high, ears up high, ears up high? 

Can you turn your ears up high so we can hear? 

Can you turn your mouth down low, mouth down low, mouth down 

low? 

Can you turn your mouth down low? Now we’re ready. 



In a nutshell 



“Play is the highest form of research.” –Albert Einstein 

 

“Play is the work of the child”—Maria Montessori 

 

“Play gives children a chance to practice what they are learning.” –Fred 
Rogers 

 

“The playing adult steps sideward into another reality; the playing child 
advances forward to new stages of mastery.” – Erik H. Erikson 

 

“Children learn as they play. Most importantly, in play children learn 
how to learn.” – O. Fred Donaldson 

 

 



“Cat.” 
“Cat?” 

“Cat 

and 

“DOG” 



• Increases: 



Early literacy -what children know about reading and writing before they 

actually learn to read and write.  

 

Emergent literacy -the concepts, skills, and positive attitudes that form the 

foundation for subsequent reading and writing achievement 

 

School readiness -a combination of the different skills that lead to school 

success: positive early literacy experiences, physical and mental health, social skills, 

playing well with others, basic cognitive skills, curiosity and enthusiasm about 

learning 



 

• Social Opportunities 

• Exposure to new ideas, resources 

• Multi-generational bonding and shared 

experience 

• Exposure to your site! 





Do NOT expect:  

• the children to sit still 

• the children to appear to be 

listening to you the whole 

time 

• all of the children to smile or 

look like they’re having fun 

• to keep the group’s attention 

for more than 15-20 minutes 

• things to go as you planned 

DO expect: 

• children to leave the area, 

approach you, run around, 

lie on the ground 

• that someone will cry.  It 

probably won’t be you.  

• that when you ask a question 

(or even when you don’t), 

children will call out answers.  

Alternately, the whole group 

will be struck silent. 



Choose stories that are: 

 *brief—no more than 5 minutes! 

  *visually irresistible—illustrations speak to all ages 

 *repetitive text allows audience involvement + greater     

 retention 



The sillier, more 

active, and more 

repetitive—the 

better! 



Oh, I'm being eaten 
By a boa constrictor, 
A boa constrictor, 
A boa constrictor, 
I'm being eaten by a boa constrictor, 
And I don't like it--one bit. 
Well, what do you know? 
It's nibblin' my toe. 
Oh, gee, 
It's up to my knee. 
Oh my, 
It's up to my thigh. 
Oh, fiddle, 
It's up to my middle. 
Oh, heck, 
It's up to my neck. 
Oh, dread, 
It's upmmmmmmmmmmffffffffff . . . 

 



• There was a little caterpillar crawling 
all about.  

             (Walk with fingers on arm) 
He worked and he worked without a 
doubt.  

             (Wiggle fingers) 
Wrapping himself in a snug cocoon. 

             (Wrap other hand around fingers) 
Waiting and waiting, will it be soon?              
 (hold fingers) 
Look, he's coming out, my oh my! 

             (raise arms in excitement) 
For now he's a beautiful butterfly  

(Cross thumbs and flap hands like wings) 

 

• Five little monkeys  

Sitting in a tree 

Teasing Mr. Crocodile,  

"You can't catch me." 

Along came Mr. Crocodile, 

Quiet as can be 

SNAP 

And snapped that monkey right out 

of the tree! 

 

(continue counting down all the 

monkeys as above) 

 

No more little monkeys 

Sitting in a tree. 

 



Did You Ever 

(tune of “Did You Ever See a Lassie”) 

Did you ever see an egg, an egg, an egg, 

Did you ever see an egg and wonder what’s inside? 

It could be a _____, or a _______ or ________. (duck, turtle, 

spider, dinosaur, snake,  robin) 

Did you ever see an egg and wonder what’s inside? 

 

 

• Tip-- Have a poster with photos of  the various things that hatch 

from eggs, point to each 



Where? 

• Folkmanis 

• Acorn Naturalists 

• DIY 

 

 

 

 

Why? 

• Puppets get attention! 

• Encourage interaction and 

communication 

• Easily adapted to many 

themes and purposes 

• Cheaper, easier, and more 

predictable than live animals 

• Kids love ‘em! 

Stuffed animal puppet—tutorial at 

www.obsessivelystitching.blogspot.com 



 • Fold your paper in thirds 

lengthwise 

• Fold the paper in half 

• Fold the ends in half, in 

the opposite direction, so 

that it folds up 

accordion-style 

• Decorate! 







Or: Take it Home, Make it Your Own 







At-home Activities 

Snack ideas 

Background/Further Information 







• http://www.ala.org/alsc/storytime-resources 

 

 

 

 

• www.sunflowerstorytime.com  

• http://www.earlylit.net  
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1,905 
page 

likes 

4,160 

views 





Entertaining families while serving your (site’s) own purposes 



• Increase first-time and repeat visitation 

• Build loyalty and connection 

• Develop a constituency/advocates for your site 

• Interpretive opportunities 

 





Background 

Actions  









• Laura Drath 

• Fish and Wildlife Interpreter II 

• Nimbus Fish Hatchery, CA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife  

 

• Laura.Drath@wildlife.ca.gov 

• (916) 358-2884 

mailto:Laura.Drath@wildlife.ca.gov

